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mvment off 38 to?Pl 0ttho the people of this State, with their expe- - privileges of th. writ of habeas corpus shallSPECIAL N0TIC?:.

r.auoiis or youth. indeed, of incorporating in their Constitu- -

tiou such a thing as allowing the suspen-
sion of this writ. Tie favored the sections,
as reported by the Committee.

Mr. Nicholson withdrew his substitute.
The question recurred upon Mr. Rod-

man's amendment. Mr. King, of Lenoir,
ca led for the yeas and nays, and, the cail
being sustained, the vote resulted, yeas 0,
lli'VS 41.

Mr. Congleton moved to amend the 0th
by striking out all before the word ' and should not be violated.

"State," in tho 1th line. His object wa.s ; After some debate a voto was taken ana
to have the assumption of the old debt left the amendment adopted.
with the Legislature. It had been con- - j Mr. Heaton moved that the bill ba put
traded by the Legislature and should be j on its final passage, and called for tho yeas
assumed by it. Rut, during hi3 remark0, j and nays.
it leaked out that Tie thought it was a dan- - j Tbe roll was called aud resulted yeas
gerons thing for tho Republican party to 87, nays 20.
handle in this Convention, and the assuitup- - J The following delegates voteu in the
lion of the old debt would detract from tho negative, viz: Messrs. Raker, Rradiey, Con-streng- th

of the party ; and, therefore, he gleton, Dowel, Durham, Ethendge, Graham,

that platform it was declared that they (the
Conservatives) would be willing to give all
rights and privileges to the colored man
consistent with the welfare of both races.
The Republican paityheld that it was right
to do so now and according to their own
stab meat, it wa only a question of time
that divided Hum.

Mr. W. was particularly hard upon the
institution of slavery. It had done all sorts
of evil, and, above all, it dishonored God.
The mission of the ministry, in this and
other States, was to preach Christ crucified,
and to tell men to search tho Scriptures ;

and, if they had themselves read to any
purpose, they must have known and felt
the iniquity of the institution, but, if they
had preached according to the dictates of
their consciences, they would have been
taken from their pulpits and thirty-nin- e

lashes have been laid on their bare backs.
The ministry were restrained. But now
this incubus was gone. Ho (Mr. W.) felt
like good old St. John, when transported
to tho third Heaven ; "he felt relieved."
Ho expatiated upon tho happy domostie
scenes that would bo witnessed throughout
the breadth and length of this State, when
the benign influence of Radical doctrines
shall be thoroughly disseminated and fully
accepted by the people, and concluded by
oxtonding a brotherly invitation to all tho
erring, to como into the fold of tho Radical
party, aud bask for the rest of their lives
under tho bright and nappy sunlight.

Hood (negro) next occupied the floor.
He took up the minority report of Messrs.
Durham and Graham. He said his race
had been enfranchised by tho highest law-
making power of tho land. The question
was not whether they should bo enfran-
chised or not, but whether tho right, al-

ready conferred, should be taken away or
not. He said that they intended to main-
tain their right to the elective franchise,
come weal or woe. I tell you, gentlemen,
when you attempt to return a race of 70,000
voters and strong men to a slavery worse
than their former condition, you attempt a
simple impossibility. Tho war of races, so
frequently alluded to, would not be between
the black and white men, but it would
come between the Conservative and Re-
publican races of this country,- - tho Re-
publican side numbering about 18,000,000
and tho Conservatives about 11,000,000 ;

and when the smaller number attempted
the extermination of the larger, he had se-

rious fears that they would have rather a
hard time. He did not wonder that the
Conservatives should have appiehensions in
enfranchising the colored people, on ac-
count of the damning acts of cruelty and
outrages perpetrated by them upon tho
negro class, and not only upon them but
upon white Unionists.

Hood continued his harrangue for somo
time, and concluded by coming out in favor
of not taking any steps to disfranchise any-
body whatever. Those men Congress had
disfranchised we have not - any power to

Mr. Abbott: Of course not.
Mr. Sweet opposed the recommitment,

u:ul hoped the report of the committee
would be adopted.

Pending the discussion the Chair an-
nounced the special order, viz: The articlo
on Suffrage.

Mr. Sweet moved to postpone it until
the matter under discussion bo disposed of.
Carned.

Mr. Congleton next spoko in favor of
the proposed change.

Mr. Munn hoped tho motion tc- - recom
mit would prevail.

The question itcurreel upon the motion
to recommit, which was put to a voto and
lost.

Mr. Morton moved to amend by striking" Stanly county" from tho 3d and ctldiDtr
it to the 5th District.

Mr. Tourgee wished to know what tho
question was before the House.

Tho Chair replietl that ho supposed the
gentleman ought to know.

Mr. Tourgeo replied that ho was not ac-
customed to ask questions when ho knew
tho answers. Ho saw several gentlemen
on the floor, urging different motions ami
amenelments.

Tho President: Take your scats,' gentle-
men. I insist on order; tako your seats,
and I will recognize somebody.

A good eleal of wrangling hero ensued
upon tho various amendments and mo-
tions.

Mr. Pool mc ved to recommit to the com-
mittee, with instructions to ro-distr- tho
districts upon tho basis of tho registered
vote.

Mr. Pool's motion was put io a voto and
lost.

Mr. Morton's amendment was then
adopted.

Tho question recurreel upon tho report
of tho committee.

The yeas and nays were called, on mo-
tion of Mr. Heaton, and tho voto f tood,
yeas 71, nays 28.

The Suffrage question was next resumed.
Mr. Abbott said that it had been his de-si- ro

to aeldress the Convention, very brief-
ly, but his attention had been so largely
occupied by this "divorce case," this morn-
ing, that ho wouhl yield tho floor to any
gentleman who might wish to epeak on this
subject.

No ono evincing a desire to occupy tho
floor, Mr. Abbott commencetl his speech
by stating that voting had been cxerciseel
by all races and countries in some way or
other. He cited the different manner in
which the ballot was exercised by different
nations in the earlier ages.

He believed that every one who had vol-
untarily borne arms against tho govern-
ment, was, under the Constitution, guilty
of treason, antl was deprived of his former
rights. He alludetl to this, for ho had
heard a good deal of talk of the rights of
those now disfranchised, lhoso men had
no rights, save only what the conquering
party gave them. The rights of this Stato
had been alienated by participation in tho
rebellion, and would not bo restored until
the Congress saw fit to give them back to
them.

Mr. Graham, of Orange, interrupted him,
asking the question : "Do .you consider
that the government of the Unitetl States
had a tight to punish the States of tho
South, as such, or must it proceed against
individuals ; if so, can any further or other
punishment than tLat prt-senbe- by tho
Constitution, be inflicted."

Mr. Abbott did not reply directly, but
said that this would in vol ve too groat a dis-
cussion tour riling the imentand meaning
of ttie Coui iintiou.

Ho did ne t think it was safe to admit to
office or ballot those who are going to uso
them to the injury of tho government, but
to those who hail come forward and frank-
ly submitted to the results of the war. Te
all such men he would extenel tho right of
suffrage ; such men as liodmaii, Long-stree- t,

Orr and Holden. He hal not al-

luded to negro suffrage and did not intend
to, for that was u foregone conclusion.
The question was how to deal with men
who wouhl not accept the provisions of tho
acts of Congress, but who were hostile to
it.

He would voto for the majority report
with some modifications, and attaching a
test oath for voting, in order to bar men
who wouhl only return to tho exercise of
that privilege to attempt another disrup-
tion in the government. When loose-mouth- ed

deelaimers like Vance learned to
hush their threats, w hen the rebellious peo-
ple and press ceased their reviliugs, and
when they becamo unconditionally "loil,"
he would receive them and not before.

Mr. Congleton concurred with Mr. Ab-
bott in toto (of course.)

Mr. May said, after a long and malevo-
lent harangue, " if there was but ono dis-
loyal man in tho Stato ho would say dis-
franchise him ; if 10,000 disfranchise thtm;
if 15,000 disfranchise them. Ho believed
that tho spirit of rebellion still burned in
the bodoms of those men, and ho could not
support any measure giving them rights
forfeited by their crimes unless they re-
pent."

He continued ia the same bitter and vio-
lent strain, eliciting applause from the Rad-
ical portion of the Houe.

Mr. Eilis said he had noticed each and
every tlelegate as they approached this
subje-ct- , and they had mado it a purely po-
litical measure, to build up party and not
to enhance the happiness and welfare of
the people. He was opposed to all meas-
ures vindictive in themselves and degra-
ding to tho people. Tho delegate, who
had just taken his seat had, in the outset,
declared that ho intended to consider this
matter iu purely a statesman-lik- e rieic, but
it was not long before ho drifted into petty
partyism. The gentleman from Pasquo-
tank had declared that the right of suffrage
was iuherent, and if that is o why are wo
hero n Convention, legislating upon this
subject? I have listened to threats of haug- -

log men on account of their political senti
ments. 1 have listened to the haranguing
of different tlelegatcs on this floor for pro-
scribing and hanging intelligent ami vir-
tuous gentlemen of our State, to tho pre- -

lermeni oi au ignorant ana intcnor race
all to build up a party vile, tyrannical, and
oppresfcivo to the liberties of tho people.
There could bo no disguiso put upon tho
matter.

Mr. E. continued his romarks for some
time, entering into a clear aud searching
argument bearing upon the case.

This speech called Galloway (negro) to
his feet, who occupied tho floor for somo
iime.

Mr. Tourgee gavo notice that ho would
introduce au ordinance morn-
ing to 6top the pay of members absenting
themselves.

Mr. Pool gavo notice that ho would move
the previous question upon the majority
report of the Committee on Suffrage to-

morrow morning.
Hood (uegro) gave notice that he would

introduce au ordinance lif tirig the fine upon
Ministers and Justice's of the Peace for cel-

ebrating the murtiai rites between coloreel
and white people.

As there was not a quorum present tho
President declared tho Houaa adjourned
until this evening, 7 o'clock.

tiou that slaves had been brought into this
State by New Rugland ships. He went on
to give his authorities. Tim first importa-
tion had been made into Virginia, when
tho Mayflower was making her way across
tho ocean.

Harris, (negro,) would move to aljonrn,
with the understanding that lie should have
the floor to-nigh- t.

This was agreed to, and Harris, (negro,)
made the motion, but Harris, (negro,) with-
drew it, in order to allow Mr. Lafiin to offer
a report from tho Committee on Redisrict-
ing tho Congressional Districts.

On motion, it was made tho special order
for to-morr- at 10i o'clock.

Harris, (negro,) renewed his motion to
adjourn, which was carried.

NIGHT SESSION.
Wednesday, Feb. 19, 1808.

Tho Convention was called to order ac-
cording to adjournment, at 7$ o'clcck.

Tho roll was called to ascertain whether
there was a quorum present or not.

Tho Chair announced a quorum.
Mr. Abbott moved that the report of tho

committeo on Immigration be taken from
the table and made the special order for
Monday next, at 10 1 o'clock. Carried.

Mr. Ellis said that he had heard that the
delegate from New Hanover (Galloway,
negro) had said that thero had been women
in his (Catawba) county, during tho war,
hung up by their thumbs to make them
tell where their husbands were. Ho wished
to say that no such thiDg had been done.

Tho suffrage question was resumed.
Harris, of Wake (negro), had tho floor,

and spoke his old speech consuming tho
time of the Convention for over on hour.

Galloway (negro), gave notice that to-

morrow he would insist upon his substituo
for tho whole matter, and would call tho
previous question.

Hayes, of Halifax (negro), said "ho did
not think that tho majority committee had
no right to moot tho question of removing
the disabilities that Congress had imposed.
They had been told hero last night they
might look out when the blue coats aro
gone." Ho regarded that as a sort of a de-
claration of war and he did not think men
who did not love the government had no
business with the ballot they were not fit
for it."

Mr. French, of Bladen, said that there
was no uso to discuss universal suffrage.
That was a foregone conclusion. But in re-
gard to the disfranchisement of men, would
it be safe, would it be policy, to entrust the
ballot in the hands of men who had ground
down the people of the State, under the
iron heel of despotism? Ho was opposed
to it. There were men who should bo en-
franchised such men as W. W. Holden,
Dockery, Pool, Sinclair, and others, "too
tedious to mention." As for Mr. Graham's
threats last night, he would hurl back such
threats in their teeth, and, though they did
not wish to come to blows, they were ready

and may God have mercy upon their
souls! They would not get off so easy as
they had done in the late war. lie closed
by giving notice that he intended to offer
a substitute for the majority report to-
morrow.

Galloway (negro), gave notice that he
would introduce a resolution rescinding
the general amnesty passed by the Legisla-
ture, but withdrew it on being told that a
resolution to that effect was on the caleu- -

dar.
The Chair announced the following per-

sons as a committee on final adjournment,
viz : Messrs. Forkner, Blume and Tay-
lor.

On motion of Mr. Jones, of Washington,
the Convention adjourned until
10 o'clock.

MORNING SESSION.
TnunsDAY, Feb. 20. 18GS.

The President being absent, Mr. King,
of Lenoir, was, on motion of Mr. Heaton,
called to the chair.

Prayer by the Rev. J. W. Hood (negro. )

After prayer the President appeared and
took his seat.

Mr. McDonald, of Chatham, submitted
a report from the select committee to whom
was referrod;the resolution in favor of Mr.
B. Guthrie, Sheriff of Orange, accompa-
nied by an ordinance allowing the said
Sheriff $1,200, and a letter, from the Pub-
lic Treasurer in regard to the matter.

Pending action upon tho reported ordi-
nance, Mr. Laflin eaid the hour had arrived
to consider the special order, viz : The re-
port of the committee on reconstructing
the Congressional Districts.

Mr. Nicholson was allowed to introduce
an ordinance respecting Homesteads, which
was ordered to be printed.

The special order was then taken up.
The report was read.
Mr. Laflin said that the delegates would

notice that there was only one change, viz:
aking New Hanover from the 2.1 and trans-errin- g

it to tho 3d District. The reason
or such change was. that New Hanover

was the geographical outlet of the Capo
Fear, and not until 18G5 was it part of the
2d District.

Mr. Mann opposed the change for vari
ous reasons, and stated that the party was
so well organized that there would bo no
difficulty in carrying the next election.

Hood (uegro) said that it seemed to be
the impression that they could not carry
tho election in their District without the
aid of New Hanover, but that was not so :

they had a sufficient majority to take euro
of themselves.

Mr Abbott said that tho 3d District was
the proper one for New Hauover, and went
on to give various reasons for it. He said
that the objections of Messrs. Man a and
Hood were purely personal ; not a single
decent and good reason had been present-
ed by them in opposition to the proposed
change. Mr. A. said that ho had private
ly assured the delegates--, time and again,
that no ono in New Hanover intended to
apply for the ballot in the 3d District; he
would repeat the assurance now in public,
aud thought this was no place to drag up
such subjects, yet the hints thrown out
made it nece.sna.ry to d so. He had no
personal motive: in advocating the change.

Mr. Mann dwlaimed hdv personal mo
tives in opposing the change.

Mr. lurner, of Harnett, objected to the
chaDge. He moved to lay tho whole mat
ter on the table.

Mr. Sweet naid that, ia order that tho
Convention could voto undcrstandingly
upon this questioa, it would be proper to
ascertain wnetner it was not actually neces-
sary to take some steps in regard to this
matter, hs the present system was the work
of the Johnsonum Convention of 1865, and
their authority in tho matter miaht be
doubted.

Mr. Turner w it hdrov his motion to ta-
ble.

Hood (negro) moved to recommit the
report to the committee, with instructions
to report tho district as they were in
I860.

Mr. Abbott said he knew tho centleman
did not really object to it, a3 New Hanover
was a part of the 3d in lSba. It was mere
ly clap-tra- p, ic. ,

Hood (negro) said he'hoped tho gentle
man did not mean to reflect upon his hon
esty..

cured by the trntt
Mr. Watts advocated the measure at somelength.
Mr. Jones withdrew his amendment.
Mr. Forkner moved to postpone until the

adoption of the Constitution.
Air. Morton called the veas and

and, the roll bein ca o,
rer-i- ed- - -- veas

hi, nays
Mr. Jones, of YVashinrton. n re

that this Convention will not entertain anv
proposition of merely a legislative charac-
ter, after the hour of 11 o clock, each dav,
until tho reports of the committers ap-
pointed to report matters locking to the
formation of a Constitution shall be con-
sidered and a Constitution formed.

' Mr. Jones moved to suspend tin: rules
and adopt at once.

The rules were suspended wnen
Mr WelL.r moved t' hay it on the ta- -

ble.
Mr. Jones demands :d the veas nd nays.

The cail was sustained and resulted veas
o'l. nays Go.

Mr. Watts oflbred an amendment to the
resolution, that " no member shall speak
more than ten minutes upon any question-excep- t

upon reports of .standing commit-
tees."

Mr. Abbott moved to lay the amendment
on the table. Carried.

Mr. Jones then moved to dopt tho rs- -

solution.
Mr. Rodman moved to amend, by say-

ing " except when there is no other busi-
ness before tho Convention."

The yeas and nays were called upon this
amendment, and the vote stood : yeas '.,
rays 15.

The resolution, as amended, was adopt- -

e:
I5y consent, Mr. Abbott introduced the

following resolution
"Tb-.f- . 1 contingent X!: iise of this

Convention, including tho-- - for labor, be
not paid until audited by the Committee
on contingent expenses and vouched for
by the President and Secretary."

The rules were su.-pende-d and the res--lutio-

adopted.
Mr. Ring, of Renoir, also by penuiisiou,

an ordinance concerning tho qualification
of widows m administering on
Ries over.

Tho Chair announced tl following Com-
mittee on the case of II. R. Guthrie, Shr- -

iff of Orange, vi:: : ?Jes-r- s. McDonald, of
Chatham, King, c Rene ir, McCubbius,
.Nicholson and Smith.

On motion, the House ui;ourne 1 until
7J o'clock this evening.

MGHT SRSSION.
Monuav, Feb. 17, 18G8.

Tho Convention was called to order ac- -

cording io adjournment, at 7J o'clock.
1V Hayes, of Halifax, (negro): A resolu

tion that tho tervauts employed by tue
Convention be paid per day. On mo- -

tiou the rides v.ero susjjeuded.
Mr. Hodnett wished to knovv- - who tho

servants were, and their number. Re
said that the Doorkeepers were thereto do
the necessary work. Ho was opposed to
such unnecessary extravagance.

The resolution was then referred to tho
committee on Contingent Expenses.

Mr. Forkner called up his resolution in
regard to raising a committee to report a
day when, in their opinion, this Conven-
tion should adjourn sine die.

The rules were suspended and the reso-
lution adopted.

On motion of Mr. Abbott, tho Rill of
Rights was taken up and considered on its
third reading.

The Clerk proceed, d to read the Rill,
when

Mr. Heaton said that the whole thing
was out of order. The committee on En-
grossment should have reported tho bill as
being correctly engrossed. Several errors
were in it that should be corrected. This
was too important a matter to bo hurried
over in this way, and besides, an example
of system and regularity should bo set; and
therefore it should now go to the commit-
tee on Engrossment for correction; and bo
taken up the lirst thing in tho morning.
Mr. Heaton moved to postpone, and make
it tho special order for w at 10
o'clock.

Mr. King, of Renoir, said the Suffrage
question was tho special order for

ho thought tho errors should bo cor-
rected now and the bill bo proceeded
with.

Mr. Heaton withdrew his motion to post-
pone, in order to allow Mr. Rodman to
amend section 17, by adding to it tho fol- -

lowin; And this remedy shall not bt
suspended except in time of war, insurrec-
tion or invasion;"' and to stiiko out the
20th section'.

Mr. Rodman gave his reasons for offer-
ing his amendment. He thought there
v.ero times when tho saiety ot toe govern-
ment and people required that thio writ of
habew corpus should be suspended. It was
a vain thing to put it in the Constitution
that this writ shall never be suspended. --

In times of war, in the clash of arms this
provision would not be regarded. I was
an old aud true saying, that "among arms
laws aro silent." He advocated hi? amend-
ment at some length.

Mr. King, of Renoir, said thai. North
Carolina could not go to war with any
power. The General Government alone
could do that, and the Constitution of the
United States provided that the writ could
bo suspended when the necessities of the
country required it. He was opposed to
patting such a thing iu the Constitution of
North 'Carolina as allowing that writ to be
susoended. He alluded to some ca-e- s that
happened during the Mar, aud closed bv
saying that, according to Mr. Rodman s

arguments, North Carolina wa-- ; an iude
pendent power, and coiud go to war v, itn
the United States or any other cuun.ry.

Mr. Rodman replied, substantially re-

peating his former argument, and citing
instances that might occur, in times of an
invasion of the State by foreign forces,
aided and abetted by traitors at horn , when
Congress was not in session. A:.?.

Mr. King responded ia quite a 1. ii.dhy
argument in support of his position in the
matter

Mr. Welkt r said that it was almost the
only bright spot in the record ot the t,ou-fedcrat- o

Congress, that it was with the. ut-

most difficulty. Unit they ( .ildbofe-oti-

suspend this writ, cv u for a shoit tune.
Tl ttwuiolit 'etit!emen should recollect

.v' .

Salisbury when they were easting their
votes upon this measure. He opposed Mr.
Rodman's amendment.

Mr. Abbott wished to form a govern-
ment, free, republican aud just iu its pio-vision- s,

yet they should form one strong
enough to sustain and protect itself. He
supported Mr. Rodman's amendment

Mr. Nicholson offered tho following sub-

stitute for tho 17th section : "Every person,
restrained of his liberty, shall bo entitled
to the privileges of the writ of habeas cur-pu- s

or other remedy to inquire into the
lawfulness thereof,.. and...such

T

writ, or such
-

j rtmeoy, ought not to be uemeu or de
layed."

Mr. Jones, of Washington, thought that

Mr. Graham, of Orange, moved to amend
section 21 by striking out tho nrst para-
graph and inserting: "As a well regula-
ted Militia is necessary to tho security of
a free State, the right of the people to
keep aud bear arms shall not bo infiinged
upon."

Mr. G. said he did not care whether it
was adonted or not. but he wished io ex
press his sentiments for he believed the
rigid to keep, as well as to ieas-.arm- s sacred,

oi urautre, xiaie, auuuua, ajcuuuu, a..,
Marler, McCubbins, Merrill, Murphy, ban- -

lerlin, Taylor, Turner, Welker and Wil-iam- s,

of Sampson.
SPECIAL OKDEIt SUrFCAGE.

The majority report and several minority
reports accompanying it were read.

Mr. Fool, tho Chairman, said that the
committee had tried to conform to tho re-

quirements of Congress, and not to go one
jot beyond the provisions of its acts.
Ho commenced his remarks by reviewing
the several minority reports particularly
tho ono by Messrs. Durham and Graham,
of Orange. He offered tho usual radical in-

cense aud adulation at ihe altar of the
"lately enfranchised," but did not favor a
sweeping disfranchisement of all Southern
men ; most especially those who were Union
men during the war. In regard to universal
suffrage and eligibility to hold ollice, he
thought that every male citizen born in tho
Union, or naturalized, had an iuherent
right to vote and hold office.

His declaration that ho would support
female si'JJ'rayc whenever a reasonable num
ber of them elemand ic, elicited app(n.se.

He declared that prior to the Reconstruc-
tion Acts, it was impossible for a colon d
man ti get justice in a Court House1.

All such things as a property qualifica-
tion to hold any oilico in the State had
completely played out. He mado what was
designed to bo some very touching allusions
to tho clemency ot the Gen end Govcrn- -

ment, in sparing the liv ( s of the partici- -

pants in the hue rebellion, and also to tho
action of several Northern States in regard
to negro suffrage. Ohio, New York, Cali-
fornia, and some others, had caused the
Republicans in this section to blush (black?)
with shame, bet he had strong hopes
that the action of redeemed old North Car-
olina, iu this matter, would have such a
good effect upon them, that another elec-
tion would tell a different tale. He agreed
with the Conservatives that this was a State,
but, unlike them, he did not think she had
an if rights at present in the Union. Re
continued his remarks for some time, con-
testing tho minority reports and advocating
that of the majority.

Mr. French, of Chowan, followed, as he
was the author of one of the minority re-

ports. He was for visiting wrath and de-

struction upon the heads of everybody, out-
side of the Republican party.

He was particularly hard upon the instiga-
tors of the i bellion, and those that do not
shout for the Reconstruction acts, and who
will not receive the most rabid and radical
doctrine as gospel. He said he represented
a black constituency, but a comely constit-
uency comely for their love of this govern-
ment comely foi tho humility with which
they bear their new honors and "comely
because of their forgiveness of past wrongs.
Hecontiiuied in this strain to quite alength,
damning i ebels and eulogizing tho colored
race, aud the "truly loyal" generally.

Upon taking his seat, the House, on mo-
tion of Mr. Rodman, adjourned until thi3
evening, 7; o'clock.

MORNING iDHOOlOi"!.

Wednesday, Feb. 10, 1808.

The Convention was called to order at 10
o'clock.

Prayer by Rev. Mr. Pritchard, of the
city. . .

Mr. Abbott presented a communication
from J. A. Richardyon, of Bladen county.

Also a petition for divorce from Mis.
Rosu R. Ojainlivion.

Mr. Rodman offered a petition from cer-
tain parties of a like character.

Mr. McDonald, of Chatham, also pre-
sented a petition of tho same sort from cer-
tain ot her parties all of which were appro-
priately referred.

Galloway (negro" presented a memorial
signed by fifty citizens of New Hanover
co iniy.

Mr. Rodman submitted two reports from
the committee on the Judiciary, to whom
were referred the Hapnau and Overton pe-
titions for divorce, recommending that the
divorces be granted, and reporting ordi-
nances to that effict.

The President, Mr. Cowles, vacated his
chair and spoke in opposition to tho pas-sag- o

of the ordinances accompanying the
reports.

Mr. Jones, of Washington, contended
that ihe acceptance of the reports neces-
sarily carried the ordinances with it. lie
was speaking upon the matter when

Hood (negro), rose to a point of order,
saying that according to the gentleman's
own argument, the ordinance was adopted,
aud, therefore, not debatable.

Mr. Jones taid he thought so, too, but
as gentlemen seemed to doubt it, he wa3
merely showing the hardship of the case of
Mr. Overton.

Mr. Heaton said the Chair had only done
us he had a right to do divide tho ques-
tion, and make the adoption of the reports,
aud the adoption of the accompanying or-

dinances, two different questions.
The Chair taid that that was so.
Mr. Jones read tho various affidavits and

proofs in relation to the Overton ease, i
Mr. Cowles felt it his duty to waru the

Convention against legislation iu these mat-
ters. The easy was an aggravated one, but
wo had no lime to investigate difficulties
in bawdy houses and family feuds. Ho was
ashamed that such a thing had been brought
beforo the Convention. Not many ladies
had been here, but if such a thing was dis-

cussed here, not ono would grace this Hall
with their presence.

Mr. Ashley said the hour of 11 o'clock
having arrived, the special order should be
taken up, and after some little discussion
on points of order, it icas taken up.

SEC1AL OKDEi; reUFFIUaiS.

Mr. Watts claimed tho floor and com-
menced his remarks by eulogizing the

t r ir r "1 T l,i l.

ceptea tuo leguiuiaw i.ui i UB
1UT.f W.

T tiaiujcu,.l.,;,rtl matI tnis was a tacit en -

dorsement of and adherence to tho liecon- -

, struction acts, for they were the legitimate
result of the war. Ia the 4th section of

LIuA.n who siillerea lor jcarairoin
A Scrvoiia Dolv.lity, rivmaeaio x- -va iuu

flbako .f snfcriHX humanity, .end free to all
who need it, the receipt and directions for making
tho simple remedy Ly which he wm cured, but-f.-Ve- ra

within- - to profit by the advertiser s expe-
rience c- -i dosobv addre-ssm?- m perfect conii- -

No. 42 Cedar st.. X-- York.
april 1') 10-l- y

From tho Raleigh t'cntinel.
i lit Constitutional Convent Ion,"

(o-CalU'- 3.)

Monday, Fob. 17, 1808.

The Convention was called to order at 10
o'clock.

Pravcr by the Hew Mr. Hudson, of tho
city.

The Journal of Saturday was read and
approved.

At ike suggestion of Mr. Abbott, tho
Mimes of absentees, at the time of voting,
hereafter, were ordered to be recorded.

I.IOLUTIOK, ORDINANCES, XC.

By Mr. Abbott : An ordinance in refer-
ence to freight on the Wilmington and
Weldon and North Carolina Railroads.
Referred.

cai.;:mai:.
Mr. Rich called up his ordinance, re-

ported by the Committee, establishing an
immigration Agency in New York.

Mr. Rich moved to amend by inserting
in lino 7, after "vi-:rs,- tho words "under
tho direction of tho Bureau of Statistics
and Immigration."

Mr. McDonald, of Chatham, moved to
.strike out " 2,500 " (.salary) and insert
"c2,00."

Mr. Rich objected to it.
Mr. McDonald then proceeded to advo-

cate his amendment.
Mr. Congleton objeeled to tlio whole

I filter.
r. A.-h- ky favored the ordinance as

: ? t'.k-- by Mr. Rich, and a salary of 2,-I'.'- -u

ja r aniiiiia Jor the agent.
J. i que.-i-i u recurring upon Mr. McDon-

ald's luiendmciit, he called for tho yeas
and .

The call was sustained and tho vole
stood ve.s Ci, nays 20.

Mr. McDonald moved to further amend
by striking cut in the 1th line, after the
w. ml "H';.;-- ::::d inserting "the peo lo
i.jitda-:.- "

Mr. Fork nor moved to postpone the mat-- l
iaib.iin.lely.

'Jr. About! thought, the milter too im-
portant to bo so lightly dealt with, lie
v. jsii.-- it to be postponed to a day certain.

'Mr. Jone.v. of Washington, was epeak-- i
upon the f ubjeet, when tho Chair an-janac-

tli.it the r h.u arrived to cou-:a.;- er

tho
si-j- . ia::l:.

s i. : ih - re oil of the Committee on Cor-.- .
r.ii ioi, fthei- - th.tu Miuiieipal.
l ite qnc.s.li(;ii recurred upon Mr. Tour-fiiibstitut- t!

o lie red several days ago,
..hen this rep . it v. as considered, for sec-:!ei- ;s

1, 5, (5, 7, and iO to come ia as
( clion 1, to wit : " That no liank of issue

be established under the authority of
ihb State. '

Mr. Jones, of Washington, spoke in op-

position to the proposed substitute.
Mr. Welker supported Mr. Tourgee's

; ab-aitut-e, and gavo his reasons at some
leii.th for so doing.

i'.y tetjue.st of Mr. Redman. ho question
was divided, and tho Convention decided
to strike out ; when

Mr. ihalman s:;id if the amendment of
"A:: Ti-urgt- e and tho national
( ..:ci:c was withdrawn, only the liank

ii other States could circulate here.
'J 'hero fore ho was opposed to the amend-nt- .

Ihe f.ubstitate was put to a vote, and
i".n.

Mr. Welker moved to stiiko out section
lb ai!(i reier it to the Committee on Muni-
cipal Corporations. Liost.

Me.ssr:-- . Jones, of "Washington, and
Ifeaton, thought the section in its proper
pl.av.

The section, .13 reported by tho commit-
tee, was then adopted.

by consent. Mr. Abbott introduced a bill
to revive the charter of the Deep River and
t'o.dliekls Railroad, with amendments.

U fei reit
Also, Mr. Yt iiits oiiored an ordinance to

rohibit the collection of debts, contracted
for purchase of slaves or hire of slaves, or
ia aid of tho rebellion. Ordered to be
printed.

The minority report of tho Committee on
Homesteads was called up, by motion of its
'kairnvan, Mr. Jones, of Caldwell, and

C!C!- idered for the second time.
Mr. Jones said that the committee had

concluded to report a bill prospective iu its
ch.iracter, a a retrospective bill would
am unt to repudiation and tend to de-iuo'.i- -h

good faith between man and man, A. c.
Mr. Morton was opposed to the report,

and m.'Ved to postpone the consideration
of it until week.

Mr. .Morton amended his motion, at tho
.Miggestkm of several gentlemen, so as to
p;tpono until Thursday next. Carried.

Mr. McDonald, of Chatham, called up
his o rd in mce iu favor of II. R. Guthrie,
SheriU'of Orange county, as ho wished it
i' ' rred to a select committee, appointed
ky ;!u- - Chair. Agreed to.

.Mr. Watts called up his ordinance, viz:
" That no trustee or mortgagee, in any

i i I'tg ige or det d in trust, made to secure
d'.-bt- eoiitracted prior to May 1st, 1805,
'l :1.!' sell the proerty conveyed to him by
s'; aiieed before the 1st of July, 18GS. or
the ad'.-ptio- of tho Constitution, which
i:,.-- - C;nentio!i h is met to form, whichov- -

may ih; happen, except by consent of
'' ' grantor iu such deed, or unless tho
i erty conveyed by said deed (if it bo

s u; bring at the sale tho sum at
vd::ck i: was assessed for taxation in the
yiar b-G-

Mr. .tone.-,-' of Washington, that this
; u ounted to nothing more or less than re-- ;

.i batiun. He characterized it as being
? amstrous, and entered into quite a
- i :;thy argumeut in opposition to tho or-duiau-

1 Fan is, of Wake, (uegip), made a speech
- ::ivor ofir, and, as far its repudiation

i.ei scouted tho very idea of it.
- ca; tended that tho crdinauco did not

; !.t .;n iota f it in its provisions.
Mr. May said that they were called a

Constitutional Convention, but, upon ro-view-

tbo work accomplished, it would
: e; : iu th.o.t it v. as an improper term. Weeks

t i'o;l:d arottnd and nothing done, and
ra 1 nothing considered, but tilings of

nurt-I- a legislative character, if things
v--

s rc to go on thii way, tho session would
'e protracted to ;ui extent unheard of. lie

wioujdit thi j subject foreign to tho legiti-itl1''- 0
; ;'Ul'-s:- ' d' the Convention and he

.VOmi t'ie voting down of all fcuch propo-- f
ituus, until the proper business of this
-- ouvc'Etion lm.s been accomplished.

Mr. Jones, of Caldwell, moved to amend
foiiows: "Rat tho Trustee shall take

pleasures to prevent tho waste of the pro-In- y,

and, if in houses and lands, control

tiiouirnt tile uoiicv ol " Hands ott ' would i

at present be most l.ohtic. Ho further de
clared that should they fail, (i. e. his par-
ty,) he would leave the State, (oh ! dear P
for with the men of the so-call- Conserva-
tive party ho could not and would not affil-

iate. (Alas ! ii nd 'c-a-d- ay !)

Haves, of Halifax, (negro,) interrupted
tin; Speaker, asking him several questions,
regarding the effects of repudiation, and
said if this Convention should pass any
measure tending that way, we might as
well " de'jouni to yov.r siner dier."

Mr. Welker favored Mr. Congleton's
amendment, and

Mr. Congleton again solemnly warned the
Convention pledging the faith of the State
against repudiation.

Mr. Heaton spoke in defence of the .sec-

tion as it stood. Ho took the same ground
as he did some days ago in opposition to
anything looking to the repudiation of the
State debt contracted before and since the
War.

Mr. McDonald, of Chatham, said he
would strike out the whole section, if he
had the power, lie concurred with the
gentleman from Guilford, (Messrs. Tour-ge- e

and Welker.) IIn did not care if he
was called a Repudiator ; ho thought it un-
just that the people should bo called on to
assume a debt of 15,000,000, and called
for the yeas and nays.

Galloway, (negro,) said that tho gentle-
man from Chatham, (McDonald,) was con-
tinually insinuating that the debt of North
Carolina was contracted for the purchase
of slaves, but it was not so. That deot was
sound now, every dollar of it. Ho hoped
the gentleman would be allowed to have
tho yeas aud naj-s-

, and ho would see to
what party the gentleman belonged, and
how he stood. As for him, (Galloway, ne-
gro,) he would voto as every honest North
Carolinian would voto.

Mr. King, of Lenoir, thought this mat-
ter should bo left to the Legislature.

Harris, of Wake, (negro,) opxosed the
amendment, and favored (ho section as it
stood.

The question recurred upon Mr. Con-
gleton's amendment. The yeas and nays
were called and resulted yeas 10, nays 50.

On motion of Aydlott, tho House ad-
journed until w 10 o'clock.

MORNING SESSION.
Tuesday, Feb. 18, 1SG8.

The Convention was called to Cider at 10
o'clock.

Prayer by the Rev. Mr. Franklin, of the
Convention.

Mr. Read presented a itition from Ed-
ward Shroyer, of Warren, for a divorce.
Referred.

Mr. King, of Lenoir, from the commit-
tee on Contingent Expenses, a report in
favor of E. C. Bartiett, allowing him per
diem for ono day's attendance upon this
Convention and mileago for 200 miles.
Adopted.

niisoiirxioxs, onDiNAXcny, ic.
Mr. Morton, an ordinance in favor of re-

pealing an act prohibiting the sale of spir-
ituous hquors at Company Shops. Lies
over.

According to amotion made and carried,
tho Rill of Rights was read for the third
time, when

Mr. Watts, in section 0th, 5th Sline,
moved to insert, after the word "pay," tho
words " or authorized tho collections of."
Carried.

Mr. Durham moved to strike out, in sec-

tion 20, all after the word ''restrain."
Mr. Abbott wished to know his reason

for so amending.
Mr. Durham replied that these were days

of bitter party strife, and if wo leave the
liberty of the press, as a matter for a Le-
gislature to decide how far and in what way
it shall be exercised, we leave the question
entirely in the hands of the party that hap-
pens to be in the ascendancy. According
!o the section, as ic stood, partisans could
prescribe just how far a paper opposed to
tuem in politics should reflect upon even
their political acts aud opinions. He pro
tested against anything of this kind be-

ing incorporated in the Constitution.
There was no precedent for such a proced-
ure.

Messrs. Abbott and Rodman opposed t ho
amendment, on various grounds.

Mr. Durham said that it is a common
law right to protect one's character against
libel ; and what was the necessity to make
a statutory right in this particular, when
such a measure left jreiit oulwark ot
liberty- - tho freedom ot toe press liable
to be tain pel ed with by pai tizans t hat held
the reins of political power ia their hamR?
This was another step in the march of Rad-
ical innovation and military despotism,
which w is fast sweeping from existence
every time-honore- d landmark and custorrM
that the true people of this State love and
venerate. He was opposed to leaving a
Legislature, that would be swayed and con-

trolled by party doctrines and prejudices,
at liberty"' to prescribe what limit the press
of tho State should enjoy. If such a thing
is incorporated iu tho Constitution tho
time will come when a free and full dis- - i

cussiou, rerlcciing upon the acts of aj
party in power, will bo denied to their op- - i

potion'-;- .

Mr. D. called for the yeas and nays. The
cill was sustained and tho voto stood yeas':
21, nays 80.

In section 21 Mr. Durham moved to add i

the words " and without, representation ia '

Congress. ;

Mr. Heaton said at tho time this Consti-- !

tution was adopted representation would J

bo allowed us. !

Mr. Durham said the people had aid
taxes without having such representation,

tlio world know that.!.-- (o
ULLix . . . :

interfere with.
Mr. Rodman felt his position on this

floor to be an exceptional one. He was a
Confederate soldier during the war, but he
claimed to be as good a Republican as any
ono on this floor. Ho thought it due to
himself to explain the reasons that induced
him to change his opinions. When the
South consented, generally to the emanci-
pation of the slaves, they tacitly consent-eel- ,

as a natural consequence, that those
freed should have all the rights and privi-
leges of the ballot box, &c. He was also
opposed to the disfranchisement of any-
body.

Mr. Congleton read a speech. He was
for universal suffrage, and, on mature con-
sideration, had fallen in with Mr. Pool's
ideas on the subject.

Mr. Marler said that he did not wish to
be one of those who took up the time of
the Convention in letting off gas, thereby
spending the people's money, especially in
their present impoverished condition. But
as this was a matter of great importance,
in which every honest man, woman and
child is deeply concerned, he asked the
House to indulge him in a few remarks.
Ho wished to express his sentiments, aud
those of his constituency in regard to the
matter of universal suffrage to tho colored
people. He hoped gentlemen would pause
and reflect beforo they should declare that
the Caucasian race in this State should not
now, as in the past, bo kept above that of
the African. Shall not the descendants of
those white men who poured out their
blood to establish this government, rule
over the destinies of tho State V Or shall
power be lodged in the hands of an igno-
rant, inferior race, aided and abetted by
bold, bad men, who could get nothing at
home, iu order to seize the reins of power,
control the government aud institutions
that our native whites and their children
have been taxed to build up ?

He was not jrejudiced against the color-
ed man. The people of this section have
as little, aud perhaps less prejudice against
them than any other people on the face of
the globe. But he was opposed to grant-
ing them sulfrago ; first, because ho was
fully convinced, as he thought every man
who had given this subject any thought,
must be, that tho negro in Ids present ig-

norant condition, is incapablo of exercis-
ing with discretion the right of suffrage ;

and it did seem to him, if no other reason
could be assigned, that that of itself was
sufficiently valid to exclude them from this
great right.

Mr. M. next showed tho moral impossi-
bility of fho negro's ability to qualify him-
self as a voter, having just emerged from a
bondage that precluded tho possibility of
his having fitted himself, in any way, to
exercise the right of voting in a proper and
intelligent manner. True, there were some
few, very few exceptions to this general
rule, but wo cannot discriminate ; wemnst
judge them as a class. As au average,
there were not one in five hundred that
could read or write.

He wished to know, using tho language
of another, "if theso men, who are thus
ignorant, were capable of exercising politi-
cal franchises V Were they capable of self
government.'' Gomel they be regarded is
intelligent voters ? Could they be regarded
as independent voters i Could their judg-
ments be relied upon V" Ho thought the
response, from every fair-mind- ed and in-

telligent man, must be No. Why, then,
did gentlemen so strenuously contend for
universal negro suffrage ? Why did they
wish to place the negro, in his present con
dition, on a political equality with the in
telligeut whito men of this country ? Eo
thought the true answer to that was, be
cause some white men have despaired of
ever being able to command the respect
and receive the support of the whites
therefore, they profess great love for the
colored race and advocate universal negro
suffrage and political equality, in order to
secure the' negro vote, regardless of the
happiness and welfare ot their own race
and color !

Galloway, (negro,) ; said that the best
blood in Brunswick county flowed in his
vein3, and, if he could do it, in justice to
the African race, he would lance himsel
and let it oat "He did not want socia

Mr, Ashley arose to challenge, aa asser

though defenceless ami unable to protect ; spcecnes oi jiessrs. x uo., uamu, ituuuu,
oar-elv- es from this gross injustice, yet we j of Chowan, and McDonald, of Chatham.
protest against this outrage upon our lib- - Ho characterized the speech of Mr. Gra-J- ;

tits
I ham, of Orange, as being insincere. He

Mr" D asked the yeas and nays, but fliey read from the Conservative platform that
were 'refused. portion in which it declares that they ac- -

The amendment was put to a vote ana
lost

The section, as it stood, was adopted.
Mr Abbott moved as a substitute for the

20th 'section,, tho following: "That the


